


















Regular vehicle inspection – All vehicles in Japan must undergo regular vehicle inspections

(shaken). New cars need to be tested after three years, and then vehicles must be tested every

two years thereafter. A vehicle inspection (shaken) is compulsory for all vehicles with an engine

size over 250cc. It ensures that all vehicles on the road are properly maintained and safe to drive.

The test also checks that vehicles have not been illegally modified; if they are found to have been

modified, they are not allowed on the road.

 Use in the contaminated regions 4 – The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster was a catastrophic

failure at the Fukushima I Nuclear Power Plant on 11 March 2011, resulting in a meltdown of three

of the plant's six nuclear reactors. As a result, some areas in the following prefectures were

contaminated: Fukushima, Miyagi, Ibaraki, Tochigi.

 Radioactive contamination test5  – radioactive contamination inspection that was started in July

2011 as a preventive measure for exporting contaminated vehicles from Japan. The inspection is

being conducted since in all sea ports of Japan under the supervision of The Japan Harbor

Transportation Association (JHTA).

 Commercial Use6  – This category includes rental cars, shared cars, taxis, the cars and trucks

registered for the transportation of goods and passengers commercially.

 Japan New Car Assessment Program7  – the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and

Tourism (MLIT) and the National Agency for Automotive Safety & Victims' Aid (NASVA) have

taken measures for safety, one of which is to assess commercially available vehicles through a

variety of safety performance tests and release the resulting information compiled into the "New

Car Assessment Program". The objective of Japan New Car Assessment Program is to increase

the use of safe automobiles by providing an environment in which users can easily select such

vehicles. This also promotes the development of safer vehicles by automobile manufacturers.

Neck injury protection for rear-end collision performance test , rear seat passenger's protection for

frontal collision performance test, rear passenger's seat belt usability evaluation test and seat belt

reminder for passengers evaluation test are started in FY2009.

 Braking Performance Tests 8 – Braking performance is determined by the shortness of the

distance in which a vehicle can stop and the stability of the vehicle at the time of braking. This test

is performed under wet and dry road conditions for a vehicle which has both a driver and a front

passenger. The distance it takes for the vehicle to stop and the stability of the vehicle at the time of

braking is evaluated for when the vehicle is stopped abruptly while traveling at a speed of

100km/h. The stopping distance and vehicle speed have been measured by using GPS since

FY2009.

Because the temperature of the road surface affects thedistance it takes to stop the vehicle, this

condition is alsospecified for this test (dry road surface temperature of 35.0±10.0 ºC, wet surface

temperature of 27.0±5.0 ºC).

However, when it is not possible to maintain these conditions due tothe weather, this is noted in

the test results.

Furthermore, because professional drivers are used in these experiments, the distance it takes to

stop the vehicle may be shorter than when the vehicle is driven by the average driver.
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